The Foundational Charter of the Presidential
Numismatic Research Framework (PNRF)

An Evidence-Based Methodology for Evaluating United States Mint Presidential Numismatic
Objects

Darryl A. Gomez, Ph.D.

Historical significance is not presumed—it is demonstrated through evidence.

Preamble

The Presidential Numismatic Research Framework (PNRF) was established to advance the scholarly study of
official presidential numismatic objects produced by, or under the authority of, the United States Mint.

For generations, many presidential numismatic objects have been collected, cataloged, and admired
primarily for their rarity, design, or market value. While these characteristics remain important, they do not
alone explain an object's historical significance. That significance emerges through the systematic
examination of documentary evidence, provenance, presidential context, manufacturing history, and
verifiable historical records.

The PNRF provides a structured methodology for conducting that examination. It establishes a transparent,
repeatable, and evidence-based approach that enables historians, researchers, museums, institutions, and
collectors to evaluate presidential numismatic objects using consistent scholarly standards.

The Framework is intended not merely to catalog artifacts, but to encourage historical discovery and
contribute to the historiography of presidential numismatics.

Mission

The mission of the Presidential Numismatic Research Framework is to promote the scholarly investigation,
documentation, interpretation, and preservation of official United States presidential numismatic objects
through evidence-based historical research.



Vision

To establish a recognized scholarly standard for evaluating the historical significance of presidential
numismatic objects while encouraging new archival discoveries that expand the historical record.

Purpose

The Framework exists to:

+ Establish a consistent methodology for presidential numismatic research.

* Encourage the discovery and documentation of primary historical evidence.

+ Distinguish documented historical significance from unsupported tradition or speculation.
* Promote transparency, repeatability, and academic integrity.

* Provide researchers with a common analytical language.

* Preserve historical knowledge for future generations.

Guiding Principles

1. Evidence Before Assumption

Historical conclusions shall be based upon documented evidence rather than tradition, opinion, or market
perception.

2. Transparency

Research methods, sources, assumptions, and conclusions should be openly documented so that others
may independently evaluate the findings.

3. Repeatability

The methodology should produce consistent analytical results when applied by independent researchers
using the same evidence.

4. Provenance Matters

The documented history of an object's ownership and custody is an essential component in establishing
historical significance.



5. Historical Context

Every presidential numismatic object should be interpreted within the political, governmental, diplomatic,
and historical circumstances in which it was created and used.

6. Continuous Discovery

Historical understanding evolves as new archival evidence becomes available. The Framework therefore
welcomes refinement through documented research.

7. Preservation Through Scholarship

Research not only explains artifacts—it preserves their historical meaning for future generations.

Scope

The Presidential Numismatic Research Framework applies to official presidential numismatic objects
produced by, or under the authority of, the United States Mint.

The Framework is designed to evaluate historical significance through documented evidence rather than
rarity, condition, monetary value, or collector popularity.

The Framework

The PNRF evaluates presidential numismatic objects by integrating multiple forms of historical evidence,
including:

« Documentary records

* Provenance

* Presidential association
» Manufacturing history
* Historical context

* Physical examination

« Comparative analysis

These independent lines of evidence are synthesized into a comprehensive historical assessment.

Historical Significance

Within the PNREF, historical significance is understood as a conclusion supported by documented evidence.



The Framework recognizes that presidential numismatic objects may demonstrate differing degrees of
historical significance depending upon the strength, quality, and completeness of the available evidence.

The Framework therefore provides a structured hierarchy for evaluating historical relationships while
maintaining consistent analytical standards.

Scholarly Responsibility

Researchers applying the Framework should strive to:

« distinguish documented facts from interpretation;

* clearly identify assumptions and uncertainties;

* properly cite primary and secondary sources;

* remain open to revising conclusions when new evidence emerges; and
« contribute responsibly to the historical record.

Commitment

The Presidential Numismatic Research Framework is offered as an open scholarly methodology intended to
encourage collaboration, discussion, critical evaluation, and continued historical discovery.

Its value rests not in declaring conclusions, but in providing a disciplined process through which
conclusions may be demonstrated.

Closing Statement

The Presidential Numismatic Research Framework represents a contribution to numismatic historiography
by providing a systematic methodology for researching, documenting, interpreting, and evaluating
presidential numismatic objects through documented evidence.

As new discoveries emerge, the Framework is intended to evolve while remaining grounded in the enduring
principles of historical scholarship.
Historical significance is not created by the passage of time, but revealed through the discovery of

evidence.

— Presidential Numismatic Research Framework (PNRF)
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