
Presidential Numismatic Research Framework
(PNRF)

Provenance Documentation
Documenting the History of Presidential Numismatic Objects

Darryl A. Gomez, Ph.D.

Purpose
This guide establishes a standardized methodology for documenting the provenance of official
presidential numismatic objects. Its purpose is to promote consistent historical documentation,
preserve evidence, and improve the quality of scholarly research.

What is Provenance?
Within the PNRF, provenance is the documented history of ownership, custody, transfer, and
historical association of a presidential numismatic object from its origin to the present. Provenance
establishes historical continuity and provides evidence supporting authenticity, presidential
association, and historical significance.

Why Provenance Matters
Proper provenance documentation establishes authenticity, preserves historical context,
documents presidential associations, supports museum acquisition, strengthens scholarly research,
preserves evidence for future researchers, and reduces uncertainty regarding an object's history.

Principles of Provenance Documentation
1. Document everything. 2. Separate verified fact from research interpretation. 3. Record every
ownership transfer with dates, parties, method, and supporting evidence. 4. Preserve original
documentation including envelopes, certificates, holders, and notes. 5. Cite primary sources
whenever possible.

Provenance Categories
Presidential Documentation; Government Documentation; Recipient Documentation; Ownership
Documentation; Physical Documentation; Research Documentation.

Recommended Provenance File Structure
Artifact Identification; Physical Description; Presidential Context; Manufacturing History; Original
Distribution; Ownership Timeline; Documentary Evidence; Photographic Documentation; Historical
Analysis; References.

Chain of Custody
An unbroken chain of custody substantially strengthens provenance. Missing ownership periods
should be acknowledged rather than ignored.

Levels of Evidence
Primary Evidence: original government records, correspondence, presidential documentation.
Secondary Evidence: published books and auction catalogs. Supporting Evidence: oral histories,
family records, collector notes.

Best Practices
Preserve original records, document acquisitions immediately, photograph artifacts, maintain digital
and physical archives, cite all sources, identify uncertainties, and update provenance as new
evidence emerges.



Closing Statement
The value of provenance lies not simply in establishing ownership, but in preserving the historical
narrative that transforms a presidential numismatic object into a documented artifact of the
American presidency.

“History is preserved one document at a time. Provenance ensures those documents remain
connected to the objects they explain.”
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