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Purpose
Presidential Context documents the historical, political, ceremonial, and administrative environment
surrounding a presidential numismatic object. It explains why an object was created, when it was
issued, under what authority, and how it relates to the actions, policies, travel, events, or official
duties of the President.

Core Elements
• President and administration.

• Date(s) and location(s) associated with the object.

• Official event or purpose.

• Authorizing organization or office.

• Historical significance of the event.

• Relationship between the President and the recipient or audience.

• Supporting archival documentation and contemporary sources.

Recommended Documentation
Researchers should compile primary-source evidence including White House memoranda,
Presidential schedules, National Archives records, U.S. Mint correspondence, agency files,
photographs, news coverage, speeches, and other contemporary documentation that establishes
the object's historical context.

Role within the PNRF
Presidential Context complements Evidence Documentation and Provenance Documentation.
Together they establish not only authenticity and ownership, but also the historical circumstances
that determine an object's significance within the Presidential Numismatic Research Framework.

"Historical significance is revealed through documented presidential context, supported by
evidence, provenance, and historical interpretation."
— Presidential Numismatic Research Framework (PNRF)


